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Meeting of ICOH National Secretaries
in connection with the 20th ACOH, 9–11 March 2011, Bangkok, Thailand
Date
10 March 2011, 12.00–13.10
Venue
Emerald Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
Participants
Mohamed Ahman Aziz Mohammed, Malaysia


Yothin Benjawung, NS for Thailand, ad 12.55

Elia Enriquez, NS for Mexico

Hau-Ran Guo, Taiwan


Seichi Horie, NS for Japan


Seong-Kuy Kang, Editor of the ICOH Newsletter


Kazutaka Kogi, ICOH President


Se-Hoon Lee, NS for Republic of Korea, ad 12.55

Suvi Lehtinen, ICOH Vice President, Chair

Jorge Morales, Organizer of ICOH2012


Nguyen Bich Diep, NS for Vietnam


Wai-on Phoon, NS for Australia


B Jagdev Singh, Malaysia


Jung-Der Wang, ICOH Secretary for Taiwan

Topics discussed
1.
Welcome and news from the ICOH Mid-term Meeting

Dr. Kazutaka Kogi, President of ICOH, bid all participants welcome to the regional meeting of ICOH National Secretaries. He continued to report on the results of the recent ICOH Mid-term Meeting that was held in Milan on 2-4 February 2011. He mentioned the two cornerstones of ICOH activities: the 35 Scientific Committees and the ICOH National Secretaries in the countries. He mentioned that The Committee on Ethics and Transparency has been in the process of revising the ICOH Ethical Code, and also National Secretaries have been approached by Peter Westerholm for their comments to the revised Code. After the comments have been received, they will prepare the final version to be distributed in Cancun, Mexico. He then gave the floor to Suvi Lehtinen for chairing.
2.
ICOH Vice-President Report

Suvi Lehtinen first welcomed all and thanked Dr. Yothin for making the meeting possible by organizing the time, place and lunch for the meeting. Copies of a brief report by VP on activities carried out and planned for the remaining triennium were distributed to all participants. She mentioned that in some cases the process for appointing a National Secretary has taken a relatively long time. In September 2010, it was decided that an ICOH NS be also appointed in countries that only have a few ICOH members. This can be expected to lead to increasing ICOH membership, as one of the key tasks of ICOH National Secretaries is to keep contact among the ICOH members in the country and to attract and recruit new members. She told the meeting participants that a questionnaire was launched in September 2010 on occupational health services in the countries. A total of 28 countries had returned the questionnaire and she thanked all those who had already replied. She also encouraged those who had not yet replied to do so. The regional meetings of ICOH National Secretaries are well underway and the Latin American Region seems to have the most meetings in number, which is natural, as ICOH2012 will be held on the American continent.

5.
Reports of ICOH Secretaries

Each of the countries represented by an ICOH National Secretary gave a concise report on their current activities.


Australia... Professor Wai-On Phoon reported on recent activities and mentioned that the membership is also extended to other than non-medical experts. He welcomed the one-page circular that has been provided to all National Secretaries, and told the participants that it helped greatly in recruiting new members. He also welcomed the Workshop on Small-scale Enterprises and the Informal Sector, scheduled for 18–20 October 2011 in Accra, Ghana and organized by Dr. Edith Clarke, and asked for more information regarding this. Suvi Lehtinen informed the participants that a regional meeting of ICOH National Secretaries in Africa is planned in this connection.

Japan... Dr. Seichi Horie reported on the ICOH activities in Japan. He is in the process of organizing a meeting of active ICOH members in Japan on 19 May 2011. A sub-regional ICOH National Secretary meeting will be arranged to coincide with the sub-regional meetings of Japan, China and the Republic of Korea. This year the meeting will be held in China. In addition, ICOH activities are highlighted in the annual meetings of Occupational Health Nurses. He also plans to open an ICOH website in Japanese. This was welcomed.

Mexico... Dr. Elia Enriquez reported the most recent events for ICOH2012  as the Congress venue was moved from Monterrey to Cancun. She also mentioned the regional meetings that were organized in 2010, and the forthcoming meeting in Cusco, Peru in July 2011. ICOH activities in the Latin American Region are well under way; new ICOH National Secretaries have been enrolled for Equador and Costa Rica. In the discussion it was requested that National Secretaries are cc:ed when decisions on new members in their countries are made by the ICOH Secretariat.

Seong-Kyu Kang also mentioned that the list of new members is included in the ICOH Newsletter. Suvi Lehtinen told the participants that ICOH National Secretaries have access to the National Secretaries Virtual Office where they have the list of ICOH members in GS and NGS in their countries.


Republic of Korea... Dr. Se-Hoon Lee informed us that there are currently 22 ICOH members in Korea. Information about ICOH and its activities is disseminated in Annual meetings of occupational health physicians and occupational health nurses. Efforts are also targeted to recruit new young members.


Taiwan... Professor Jung-Der Wang reported that the annual conferences of occupational health physicians and occupational health nurses are the best events for informing about ICOH and recruiting new members. He also introduced Dr. Guo who is currently President of the Environmental and Occupational Association of Taiwan. Involving new members in ICOH and ensuring the transfer of tacit knowledge to new actors was highly appreciated by the Vice President.

The challenge of recruiting new members to join ICOH was discussed. The question of membership fee was taken up as some potential members do not consider it fair to have to pay the whole triennial membership if they join in the second or third year of the triennium. It was concluded that when first joining ICOH, new members pay the remaining period (3-2-1 years) at the time of their joining, but during the second triennium they pay the whole fee regardless of the time of payment. According to the rules, all members should pay the membership fee during the first 6 months of the triennium.


Thailand... Professor Yothin Benjawung reported on the preparation of the 20th ACOH Congress. He also mentioned that most members in Thailand are physicians, but that there is potential to extend the membership to other expert groups. He mentioned that collaboration has been carried out with Dr. Yukinori Kusaka in developing the training in B-reading. This collaboration has been very productive. Some of the training materials will be also used in other regions.

Vietnam... Dr. Nguyen Bich Diep mentioned that she has been appointed ICOH National Secretary quite recently. Like others, she has also planned information dissemination in connection with the National Workshops on Occupational Health and Safety. As soon as the Association on Occupational Health has a new President, recruiting new members for ICOH will be easier.

It was noted that Malaysia does not currently have an appointed National Secretary. It was agreed that the Vice President will communicate with Dr. Aziz Mohammed to find how best to identify a candidate for this post, and then proceed with proper documentation for appointment first to the Secretary General and then to the ICOH President.

6.
ICOH Congress 2012 Advances... Dr. Jorge Morales and Dr. Elia Enriquez, Organizers of ICOH2012, briefed the participants about the current status of the forthcoming ICOH Congress. All Keynote Speakers have confirmed their attendance, as have the 30 Semi-Plenary Speakers. There will be more than 200 sessions throughout the week. The deadline for abstracts is 30 June 2011. The programme of the meeting will be rich in topics and different forms of activities.
7.
ICOH Newsletter updates... Dr. Seong-Kyu Kang informed the meeting that the ICOH Newsletter will come out in March because of the instructions for election procedures, the next issue will be in August and the third issue in December 2011. He encouraged all ICOH National Secretaries to send brief news (250 words) for use in the ICOH Newsletter. This will also activate and help others to develop activities in their own countries.
8.
Other issues    As there were no other issues, Suvi Lehtinen warmly thanked all participants and closed the meeting.
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